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FROM: STATE REPRESENTATIVE JIM sHoN
CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

RE: HEALTIT srAnts oF RETURNED pEAcE coRps votIJNTEERs rN HAWArr

*'soME 0F TH*'E IrrH' sERvED *vHRsEAs rN THE cAus*
HIIRTING, AI{D WH HAVE A RESPONSITIIITY TO DO SOI"{ETHING

HAwArr's HEATTH coMI'fiTTEE cIlArR JrM sHoN. ,, nu' HA'E
RETURNED PEACE CORPS V0LI'JNTEER$ LrvrI'IG rN tlgtr*rArr, AI{D

BEEN FfOVED BY THE MAI-IY LETTERS ASD STORIES DESCRIBING

TARDSHIPS. ''

CIF PEACE AEE

ABout' rr, " sArD

SURVEYE$ 378

I ? VE PERSONALLY

THEIR I"fEDICAL

SHON I.IAS REFERRING TO A STATEI^IIDE HEALTH SURVEY CONDUCTED BY HIS
LEGISLATIVE OTFICE. OF THE 378 RPCVS SENT THE SURVEY, ONE HI,NDRED AND
F.RTY fi{' (382) 

'ERE 
RETURNED. FoRTr sEvEri TMT.ATED 

'ERVr.E-RELATEDMEDT.AL PRoBtws' wrrlr A MAJoRrry HAvrNc TNTE'TTNAL pARAsrrEs oR
MAIARIA.

'*THHSH LTNcERTNG pnoglmfs cAN p*Rsrsr rN

A$n YHAR'S, 8u? TIIE pHAcE c*Rss liAs p'Rsrsr'$

ALt b{HNICAL PROBLM{S ARH DIAGNOSED SCON AF?HR

NOTED $H01'l , A FoRltER pnAcg cc*"ps 
'*LUNTEER 

rlr

THE I{I.IMAIq BODY FCIR YNqKS

IN rr{E tsELIEF ?}tAT $E&RLY

SEPARATION FR0N SHRVICE, "

KOREA ( lg?0_1 973 ) .
"wE FEEL THAT A LA'.K oF Folto,n-up IIA' BEEN A sERrous DEFrcrENcy rx

PEACE coRPs ADUTNISTMTIoNS. rF 0lJT. REsnLTs ARE srMrLAR To ornER sTATEs,
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THEN THOUS$IDS ARE SUFFERING HEALTH PROBLEMS DUE TO THEIR SERVICE AROUND

THE GLOBE. ''

''IN HAWAII ' WE COTILD PI.A,Y A GREATER ROIE IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND

TREAT},IENT OF TROPICAL DISEASES, SUCH AS THOSE UNCOVERED BY OUR STI.IDY.
AS A MATTER OF FACT' IT IS LIKELY TITAT RECENT IMMIGM}ITS AND OTHER

MEI'IBERS OF THE COMMUNITY ARE ALSO TTARSORING INSIDIOUS PAMSITIC INFECTIONS
TTTAT THE MEDICAL COMMITNITY IS SIMPLY NOT AWARE OF. WE TIAVE FO.^D

THAT CENERAL PRACTITIONERS SEMbU RECOGNIZE TROPICAL PARASITES; AND

oNcE DrAcNosED' vrcrrMs OFTEN cAl.INor FrND EXPERTS To TREAT TIrErt,,,
sArD stloN, wHo BELTEVES TIIAT HAwArr DoEs HA'E ExpERTrsE.

"PERIIAPS ouR tNrvERsrry, rN c'NJUNcrroN o,rrll LocAL HEATTTI .ARE
INSTITUTIONS, CAI.I E)UMINE TITE AREA OF TRoPICAL MEDICINE. IN TITE MEA}.ITII{E,
WE IIAVE SB.IT OUR STUDY TO THE PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR, LORET MITLER RUPPE,

TO HEALITT CARE WORKERS INTERESTED IN TROPICAL MEDICINE THROUGHOUT THE

IJNITED STATES T AND TO INTERESTED MWBERS OF CONGRESS. "
. ''WE INTEND TO MAKE A}I ISSUE OUT OF THIS. WE THINK THOSE WHO MAKE

THE SACRIFICE TO RISK TTTEIR HEALTH DESERVE SOLID SUPPORT FROM OUR

GOVERI.IMENT, '' SAID SHON. ''ONLY Lg'A OF THOSE WITH PROBLS,IS FILED A
cLA'rM FoR FEDERAL ASSrsrAl'lcE, wlirlE A l'{AJoRrry HAD THErR MEDTcAL BrLLs
PAID Ot't OF POCKET OR BY PRIVATE INSURANCE CARRIERS."

"OuR srltDY rs THE FrRsr rN THE NATroN. wE Tr{rNK pEAcE coRps sHouLD

TAKE TITE LEAD IN CONDUCTING A NATION-WIDE FOLLOW-UP SURVEY TO IDENTIFY

TI{E SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM,'' SAID SHON.
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